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From: Nui Harris
Sent: Friday, 28 August 2015 7:49 AM
To: MACDONALD Debbie-Jo (debbie-Jo.Macdonald@dnrm.gld.gov.au)
Cc: Callum Lamont
Subject: Waratah Coal - Progression of mining lease application 70454
Attachments: 20150827 Request for DNRM Extension DRAFT Ver02.pdf; Attachment 1 -

20150819 EMP 20150819 Pre-lodgement review comments EPML00571313 China
First Coal Mine Waratah Coal Pty Ltd.pdf

Good morning Debbie-lo,

| refer to the notice to Waratah Coal Pty Ltd (Waratah) pursuant to s.386L of the Mineral Resources Act 1989 (MRA)
to progress Mining Lease 70454 (ML 70454) and aliow the application to be decided.

Waratah Coal are currently working with the depart of Environment Heritage and Protection to have approved a
N ;jraft Environmental Authority, to progress ML 70454.

After four rounds of pre-lodgement, further requests for information and amendments are required by the
department which go against the spirit of the Coordinator Generals Report for this Project.

Waratah Coal now endeavours to continue working with the department on these matters, cognisant of the fact the
department have no legal basis for these requests.

Waratah Coal consequently and in accordance with Section 386l of the Mineral Resources Act 1989, requests a
further extension to the period for complying with the Notice to Progress to 31 December 2015. This extension is
necessary to allow sufficient time to address EHP’s requirements for the EMP.

Please see the attached letter and accompanying Attachment 1, for further information.

Kind regards,

‘Nui Harris
“Managing Director

Waratah Coal

THE MEW ENERGY IN COAL

Email: nharris@waratahcoal.com

Phone: 07 32330800

Street Address: Level 7, 380 Queen St, Brisbane Qld 4000
Postal Address: PO Box 1538, Brisbane QLD 4001

Web: www.waratahcoal.com




THE NEW ENERGY IN COAL

28 August 2015

Debbie-Jo MacDonald

Principal Mining Registrar Assessment

Coal Assessment Hub

Mining and Petroleum Operations

Department of Natural Resources & Mines
Building E, 25 Yeppoon Road, Parkhurst QLD 4702
PO Box 3679, Red Hill Rockhampton QLD 4701
Email debbie-jo.macdonald@dnrm.qld.gov.au

Dear Debbie-Jo

RE: Mining Lease 70454 — Request for extension to Notice to Progress under Section 386L of the
Mineral Resources Act 1989

Thank you for your letter dated 20 May 2015 regarding a notice to Waratah Coal Pty Ltd (Waratah)
pursuant to 5.386L of the Mineral Resources Act 1989 (MRA) to progress Mining Lease 70454 (ML
70454) and allow the application to be decided.

Pursuant to section 391A(3) of the MRA, ML 70454 require a draft Environmental Authority (EA) under
the Environmental Protection Act 1994 (EP Act). Waratah are currently working with Department of
Environment and Heritage Protection (EHP), Emerald for approval of a draft EA for ML 70454, Upon
receipt of an approved draft EA from EHP, Waratah will be in a position to progress ML 70454,

In order for Waratah comply with the Act and s386L, Waratah submits further information for your
department’s review and consideration.

Background
ML 70454 is a mining lease application supporting the future mining activities of the Galilee Coal
Project (Northern Export Facility) (GCPNEF).

The GCPNEF is a vertically integrated project requiring coordination and approval of each of their
mine, railway corridor and port/export facilities. Currently Waratah have mine and rail approvals and
are seeking a port approval. This project involves developing a thermal coal mine combined with a
heavy haul standard gauge railway corridor to transport the coal to a coal export facility at the Port of
Abbot Point. The GCPNEF is expected to cost in the order of $8.5 to $10 billion to develop, and will
involve up to 6,000 workers, and in operation will produce for export approximately 40 million tonnes
of coal per year.

On 30 May 2011, Waratah lodged an application for Mining Lease 70454. T

On 9 August 2013, Waratah received a State approval of the Environmental Impact Statement for the
GCPNEF Mine and Rail. h

On 19 December 2013, Waratah received a Commonwealth approval of the Env;ronmenta! Impact
Statement for the GCPNEF Mine and Rail.

: Wars!ah Coal Piy Ltd ACN 114 165669 : ) : g ot L
:=Phone;+61(0) 7.3303 0670 Fax: 461 (0) 7 3210 1171 Email: mfo@wara!ahcoal com We wamlahcoal com -

Street Mdress Level 7,380 Oueen Street, Brisbene QLD 4000 Australia Postal Address GP Box 1538 anbane QLD 4001
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Correspondence — Waratah and Department of Natural Resources and Mines and Department of
Environment Heritage and Protection

On 16 March 2015, Waratah received a “Notice to progress” mining lease application 70454,

On 18 March 2015, Waratah communicated with the EHP, Emerald informing the department that a
draft Environmental Management Plan (EMP) would be lodged with the department to obtain a draft
EA for ML 70454. EHP informed Waratah the best approach would be to unofficially submit latest EMP
version from EIS and obtain feedback as to any edits necessary to finalise EM Plan.

On 18 March 2015, Waratah submitted a draft EMP with EHP’s Wayne Boyde for their review.

On 18 March 2015, Waratah emailed DNRM indicating that an EMP would be lodged with EHP and
that Waratah may require an extension of time to progress ML 70454,

On 19 March 2015, Waratah emailed EHP to track progress and set up proper communication lines
between Waratah, their consultants (Hansen Baily) and EHP.

On 25 March 2015, EHP emailed Waratah indicating that a preliminary review of the EMP has
identified areas requiring clarification and/or additional work. These areas included noise, biodiversity
offsets, groundwater and general environmental protection conditions.

On 2 April 2015, Waratah sent a letter to DNRM, informing the department that an EMP had been
submitted to EHP for consideration and review. It is anticipated that a revised EMP would be lodged
subject to review requests around 15 April 2015. Waratah requested an extension from DNRM of
thirty {30) days from the 15 April 2015, when it anticipates lodging a revised EMP.

On 15 April 2015, Waratah formally lodged a revised draft EMP with EHP, accompanied by a detailed
letter addressing each of EHPs specific requirements raised in its correspondence of 25 March 2015.

On 14 May 2015, Waratah received notice from EHP stating that the revised draft EMP did not meet
the content requirements of the EP Act. EHP also issued a request for Waratah to provide further
information on 28 specific issues including surface water, groundwater, creek diversions, construction
phase noise and dust, biodiversity offsets, regulated structures, tailings management,
environmentally relevant activities, notifiable activities, land rehabilitation, final voids, electricity
generation, management plans and Waratah’s commitments and mitigation measures, and the Co-
ordinator General’s stated EA conditions.

On 18 May 2015, Waratah emailed DNRM, informing the department that the content of the EMP for
ML 70454 did not meet EHP’s requirements and the application would be suspended to 16 May 2016“ N
Waratah then requested an extension of time to progress ML 70454 to 16 May 2016. ‘

On 20 May 2015, Waratah received a “Notice to progress extension” from DNRM, informing Warafab Ay

that an extension of time to comply with notice 16 March 2015 had been extended to 12 June 2015

On 21 July 2015, Waratah contacted EHP and was advised to submit a revised draft EMP and ré}sponses\;k'
to EHP’s specific requirements for ‘pre-lodgement’ assessment in order to avoid the potential that "
EHP would find the EMP to be inadequate. b

Waratah Coal Ply Ltd ACN 114 165 669 : i
- Phone! +61(0) 7 3303 0670 Fax; #61(0) 732101171 Emax! in{o@waratahcoal com’ Web wwwwaratahccal com : 3
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On 22 July 2015, Complying with EHP’s advice, Waratah submitted a revised draft EMP and a detailed
response to each of EHP’s specific requirements for EHP’s pre-lodgement assessment.

On 29 July, Waratah held a telephone meeting with EHP in order to seek clarification from of EHP in
relation to the adequacy of the EMP.

On 4 August and 13 August 2015, Waratah held further telephone meetings with EHP in order to
provide EHP with additional clarification on its specific requirements.

On 19 August, EHP issued the findings of the pre-lodgement assessment. The assessment concluded
that 17 of the 28 issues raised in the EHP response of 14 May 2015 had been satisfactorily addressed
and had no further comment. However, the assessment found that the revised draft EMP did not
meet the necessary content requirements in relation to the remaining 11 issues. The key issue to be
resolved is EHP’s indication that it may be unwilling to accept certain stated conditions within the Co-
ordinator General’s evaluation report on the EIS. In addition, the assessment findings included four
additional issues that had not been raised in the two previous rounds of feedback from EHP. This
means that the total number of issues raised by EHP has increased from 4 to 32 over the three rounds
of assessment to date. Please refer to Attachment 1 for details of EHPs requests.

Waratah is currently gathering additional information to address EHP’s further requirements in
relation to the outstanding issues. [t is our intent to submit a revised EMP at the earliest opportunity
to ensure that we continue to progress towards obtaining EHP’s approval of the EMP,

Request for Extension to the Notice to Progress

As indicated above, whilst we have diligently sought to clarify and address EHP’s requirements for
approval of the EMP, in close consultation with EHP and as expeditiously as possible, the delay to the
EMP approval has occurred for reasons beyond Waratah Coals’ control. Consequently, in accordance
with Section 386L of the Mineral Resources Act 1989, Waratah requests a further extension to the
period for complying with the Notice to Progress to 31 December 2015. This extension is necessary
to allow sufficient time to address EHP’s requirements for the EMP.

We would appreciate your consideration of this matter and if you have any queries regarding this
matter please do not hesitate to call or email.

Kind regards

Nui Harris

Managing Director

Phone: 07 32330800

Street Address: Level 1, 380 Queen St, Brisbane Qid 4000
Postal Address: PO Box 1538, Brisbane QLD 4001

Wars!ah Coal PU LtdACN 114 165669 : - : g
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Attachment 1 — Environment Heritage and Protect latest requests.
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Issue

CG's Report

Waratah EMP

EHP Review: Required Content - letter
dated 14 May 2015

Waratah Response ~ 22 July 2015

Subsequent EHP Review — 19
August 2015

agreed with DEHP at the environmental
authority application assessment stage.

This information must be supported in the
body of the relevant section of the EMP.

been completed in response to this
comment.

The Stated Conditions have been
collated in EMP Appendix A — Proposed
EA Conditions to rectify table numbering
and text inconsistencies.

EMP Section 11.1.3 has also been
amended to provide supporting
information in relation to these
conditions.

Table C1 - Waratah are required to
specify the Contaminant Source
and Locations which are currently
listed as “various” within Table C1.
Additionally, it is recommended that
monitoring points be referenced for
easy identification such as MP1,
MP2 etc. Please note that naming
conventions are to be consistent
throughout the tables.

Table C4 — Condition C10 states
that, “The release of mine affected
water to receiving waters in
accordance with condition C2 must
not exceed the Electrical
Conductivity and Sulphate release
fimits or the Maximum Release Rate
(for all combined release points
flows) for each receiving water flow
criteria for discharge specified in
Table C4: Mine Affected Water
Release during Flow Events when
measured at the monitoring points
specified in Table C1: Mine Affected
Water Release Points, Sources and
Receiving Waters.”

Waratah must include Sulphate
release limits within Table C4to
reflect the requirements of the CG's
Stated Conditions particularly C10
and Table 5, page 134 of the CG's
Report.

Table C6 — Waratah are required to
specify the particular Water
Storages which are accessible to
livestock and list these out within
Table C6.

Site water
management

Section 5.4.2 of the CG’s report states that
a revised assessment was prepared to
address a range of concerns raised
through the EIS consultation process and
to manage greater groundwater inflows
predicted by new groundwater monitoring.
The key features of the mine site water
management system and mitigation
methods identified in the report have not
been updated in the EMP.

Waratah has not updated the EMP to
include mitigation measures outlined in
section 5.4.2 (p49) of the CG's report.

Waratah is required to update the EMP to
include mitigation measures outlined in
section 5.4.2 (p49) of the CG's report.

EMP Section 11.6.2 has been amended
to include the proposed design features
and mitigation measures outlined in
Section 5.4.2 of the CG's evaluation
report on the EIS.

Section 11.6.2.1 of the EMP has
been updated to include mitigation
measures outlined in section 5.4.2
of the CG's Report.

d)

Release Points,
Sources and Receiving
Waters

Section 5.4.3 of CG's report:

Waratah will need to provide further details
on locations of release points and trigger
values of waters discharged from the site
for the approval of DEHP prior to an
application for a draft EA,

The EMP does not provide release point
locations.

EA Condition -Table 10: Mine Affected
Water Release Points, Sources and
Receiving Waters has not been
completed.

Waratah is required to provide release
points, sources and receiving waters for
the assessment and development of EA
conditions as stated in the CG's report.

The Stated Conditions have been
collated in EMP Appendix A — Proposed
EA Conditions to rectify table numbering
and text inconsistencies.

The mine-affected water rel point

Table C1 has been amended and
provided within Appendix A of the
EMP,

Please refer to above item b).

19/08/2015
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Issue

CG’s Report

Waratah EMP

EHP Review: Required Content — letter
dated 14 May 2015

Waratah Response — 22 July 2015

Subsequent EHP Review — 19
August 2015

piezometers, however some of
these suffered stabilisation problems and
produced questionable readings

The CG has reported that DNRM is
accepting of this approach. Accordingly,
the CG has imposed conditions that
require contaminant triggers and limits
to be finalised and submitted prior to the
commencement of mining activities.

Groundwater trigger levels and limits
have been provided in Table C13 of
EMP Appendix A, Schedule C —~ Water,
EMP Section 10.7.2 has also been
amended to provide supporting
information in refation to the EA
groundwater conditions.

EMP Section 10.7.1 has also been
amended to provide further clarification
of ongoing pre-mining groundwater
monitoring and operations phase
groundwater monitoring.

Proposed EA
Conditions

Appendix 1: Stated conditions-mine
environmental authority.

Details to be supplied by proponent and
agreed with DEHP at the environmental
authority application assessment stage.

EMP section 10.9 Table 22 not
completed.

Waratah is required to provide the details
to complete Table 22 in the EA cond
of the EMP.

This information must be supported in the
body of the relevant section of the EMP,

The Stated Conditions have been
collated in EMP Appendix A — Proposed
EA Conditions to rectify table numbering
and text inconsistencies.

The groundwater quality triggers and
limits are presented in Table C13 of
EMP Appendix A, Schedule C - Water,

Table C13 has been amended and
provided within Appendix A of the
EMP,

Cumulative Impacts

The EMP does not describe the
cumulative impacts of mining on
groundwater,

The EMP is required to be updated
showing the following information with
regards to cumulative impacts of
groundwater on environmental values to
enable the development of EA conditions.

1. Associate cumulative impacts on
groundwater to environmental values;
Provide potential mitigation methods;
Develop monitaring requirements to
address cumulative impacts on
groundwater.

@

EMP Section 10.3 has been amended to
include a description of the potential
cumulative impacts on groundwater
resources and environmental values
(based upon the SEIS Cumulative
Impact Assessment Report).

Control strategies and mitigation
measures relating to predicted
groundwater impacts are described in
EMP Section 10.6.

The proposed groundwater monitoring
program is presented in EMP Section
10.7. This monitoring program will
confirm the mine’s impacts and
contribution to any potential cumulative
impacts on groundwater resources or
values.

Section 10.3 of the EMP has been
updated to include a description of
potential cumulative impacts on

groundwater from mining acti

Creek Diversions

Waratah EMP (s10.6.1.2, p200) has
provided a brief description of the three
creek diversions; Malcolm Creek,
Lagoon Creek and Saltbush Creek.

Section 10.7.4 provides a description of
creek diversion that will be undertaken
on site.

Surface water impacts of water
diversions are detailed in section

The following information is required to
assess the environmental impact of the
three individual creek diversions:

1. Detailed description of each creek
diversion including location, potential
disturbance to existing environmental
values and mitigation methods for
protecting the identified
environmental values.

2. A map identifying location of each
creek diversion, the mining activities

The environmental impact of the
proposed creek diversions is addressed
in the SEIS Mine Site Creek Diversion
and Flooding Report.

The EMP Section 11.3.1.4 has been
amended to provide a description of
each proposed creek diversion,
disturbance area and proposed
mitigation and monitoring measures.

Section 11.3,1.4 of the EMP has
been updated to provide a
description of the proposed creek
diversions.

Potential impacts to biodiversity and
land environmental values as a
result of the creek diversions have
not been discussed.

In order io the

19/08/2015
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Issue

CG's Report

Waratah EMP

EHP Review: Required Content ~ letter
dated 14 May 2015

Waratah Response — 22 July 2015

Subsequent EHP Review — 19
August 2015

mining activities (construction or
operations) under the EHP Guideline.

The EMP therefore adequately
addresses the potential for construction
noise impacts at Kia Ora, Monklands
and Hobartville, and confirms that no
impacts or further management
measures are required in relation to the
remaining residences (i.e. sensitive
noise receptors). The proponent will
develop a complaints handling
procedure that will require the proponent
to investigate any noise complaints,
including monitoring and identification of
control measures, as necessary.

EMP Section 5.1 has been amended to
clarify that Kia Ora. Hobartville and
Monklands are not sensitive noise
receptors.

b) | Dust

Section £.7.1 of the CG's report (p62)
states that "During the initial construction
phase of the mine, pre-stripping of tertiary
materials and construction of access
portals to the underground mines wi
generate dust and potentially impact air
quality.

Appendix 5: Waratah Commitments-
(p211)

"Waratah will meet air quality objectives by
managing short term dust emission during
the construction phase through a
comprehensive EMP”,

Section 5.7.2 of the CG's report states “In
order to avoid significant impacts, Waratah
has proposed to acquire or relocate the
following sensitive receptors:

e Kia Ora

* Monkiands

* Spring Creek

* Glenn Innes.

Nearby sensitive receptors that do not
meet acquisition criteria for predicted air
quality impacts are Lambton Meadows,
Hobartville and Cavendish. Continuous air
quality monitoring at sensitive receptors
will be conducted as part of an air quality
monitoring plan. Landowners may request
Waratah purchase the land if pollutant
concentrations are above the EPP (Air)
guideline.

EMP section 4.2.1 (p16) states
construction emissions will be minor in
comparison with emission from the
operation of the mine.

This is in conflict with the CG's findings
with respect to information supplied
during the EIS and SEIS process.

As the definition of "Mining Activity”
includes “... a directly associated activity
that may cause environmental harm,...”
then the construction phase of the project
is considered an associated and related
mining activity.

The CG's report has identified that
potentially impacted dust sensitive
residences are proposed to be acquired
by Waratah.

EHP recommends that during the period
of construction and mining activity until
the identified sensitive properties are
acquired, continuous air quality
monitoring at sensitive receptors will be
conducted as part of an air quality
monitoring plan.

As stated in the Queensland Mineral
Resources Act 1989, a mining lease will
not be granted untit compensation
agreements are obtained with owners of
land within the proposed mining lease.

The properties identified in the EMP that
will be subject to acqui
relocation due to air quality
exceedences generated by the project
(i.e., Kia Ora, Monklands, Spring Creek
and Glenn Innes — refer to Figure 17 of
the mine EMP) will therefore have been
acquired or compensation agreements
reached prior to the issuing of the
mining lease, and therefore prior to any
construction or mining activities taking
place on the project site.

It is therefore unnecessary to amend the
air quality monitoring plan, as provided
in the current mine EMP (refer to
Section 4.8), to assess any impacts of
construction prior to acquisition of these
properties, given a mining lease will not
be granted for the project until
compensation agreements are in place.

The proposed air quality monitoring
program is comprehensive and sufficient
to inform regulators should any issues
with air quality associated with the
project become apparent. The
proponent will also develop a complaints
handling procedure that will require the
proponent to investigate any air quality
complaints, including monitoring and

The department acknowledges
Waratah's response and has no
additional comments.

19/08/2015
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Issue

CG's Report

Waratah EMP

EHP Review: Required Content - letter
dated 14 May 2015

Waratah Response ~ 22 July 2015

Subsequent EHP Review — 19
August 2015

EP Act Guideline —Structures which are
dams or levees constructed as part of
environmentally relevant activities —
EM634 (089 April 2014) conditions will be
applied to the environmental authority.

Waratah will be required to seek
permission from the Coordinator
General's office to update the regulated
structures stated conditions to the current
EP Act Guideline —Structures which are
dams or levees constructed as part of
environmentally relevant activities —
EME34 (09 April 2014).

structures.

in the meantime, preliminary
assessments of the potential for failure
or breach of the proposed water
storages and mine waste storages are
presented in the SEIS, in accordance
with the principles of EM634 and
EM635. These preliminary assessments
determined six of the 45 proposed water
storage dams to be regulated structures.
The proposed tailings storage facilities
and levees were also determined to be
regulated structures. Stated EA
Conditions in EMP Appendix A —
Schedule G have been completed on
this basis.

These preliminary assessments are
based upon the detailed assessments of
environmental values, potential mine
and cumulative impacts, and mitigation
measures presented in the EIS and
SEIS and EMP.

Standard practice is to provide EHP with
a consequence category assessment for
all dams and other potentially regulated
structures at the time of undertaking
detailed engineering design and prior to
the construction of any dams or levees.
This approach is consistent with the
itions X1-X6 presented in
ine Structures which are
dams or levees constructed as part of
environmentally relevant activities which
require that the consequence category
of all structures must be assessed “prior
to the design and construction”. The
proposed approach will therefore
achieve the same level of environmental
protection as the model conditions, until
such time as the EA is granted and an
EA amendment is approved.

Tailings Management

The IESC (CG report, p47) also raised
concern over the 7 per cent of overburden
samples that have the potential to be acid
forming and the need for a static and
kinetic testing program and tailings
management plan. Concern was also
raised over the possibility for tailings
seepage into groundwater and
implications of this for final void
management.

These risks are acknowledged by Waratah
which has committed to dispose of tailings
by a dry paste process rather than by way

Section 7.2.4.1 of the EMP states how
the outlines tailings storage facilities,
tailings emplacement strategy, design
criteria and acid generating material are
managed on site.

Section 7.3 to 7.7 outlines environmental
values, potential impacts, objectives,
performance criteria and control
strategies.

Waratah is required to update their EMP
to include a drawing of the mine
infrastructure, mining activities and
tailings waste in relation to
environmentally sensitive areas and
potential environmental impacts.

Figure 22 of the mine EMP has been
amended to include the environmentally
sensitive areas within the project site,
and the text has been amended make
reference of this figure, in Section
7.24.1.

Figure 22 Tailings Storage Facility -
concept design has been provided
at page 266 of the EMP and
amended to include
Environmentally Sensi
the project site.
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Issue

CG’s Report

Waratah EMP

EHP Review: Required Content - letter
dated 14 May 2015

Waratah Response ~ 22 July 2015

Subsequent EHP Review - 19
August 2015

rehabilitation plan and to monitor
surrounding groundwater and containment
cell embankment stability”.

final voids and void water may exceed
2000 us/cm if an ecological assessment
shows the long term ecological stability
and groundwater quality is not adversely
affected (p137 & 142.

There is limited information and
description on the final voids including
size, quantity and location.

The plan must include a figure showing
the location and size of each final void
with respect to final landform design and
land usage category.

accordance with Stated EA condition
F3, the RMP (including the FVMP) will
be developed and implemented prior to
commencement of mining activities
other than mineral development
maintenance activities.

The environmental impact of the
proposed final voids is addressed in the
SEIS Groundwater Report, SEIS Mine
Site Water Impact Assessment and
SEIS Mine Site Creek Diversion and
Flooding Report.

The EMP Section 9.6.3.9 has been
amended to provide a description of the
final void size, quantity and location.

EMP Figure 3 shows the conceptual
final void arrangement.

This FVYMP commitment was made in
the context of IESC concerns in relation
to tailings seepage to the final void. This
commitment includes targeted
groundwater monitoring in the vicinity of
the of the tailings storage facilities. EMP
Section 7.8.2 has been amended to
provide a description of this targeted
groundwater monitoring program.

commencement of mining activities.

Waratah are required to confirm
whether the EMP includes details of
the environmental impacts of the
proposed final voids, particularly in
relation to the potential impacts o
the receiving environment. If so,
Waratah are to indicate where this
information has been provided.

Additionally, Waratah must provide
further information in relation to the
management/mitigation measures
which are to be developed and
implemented for instances of flood
events and final void overflow.

Electricity Generation

Electricity for mine construction and initial
operation is proposed to be supplied by
Powerlink Queensland to a substation
near Surbiton Hill to service both the GC
project and South Galilee Coal Project.
Waratah sees this supply as a temporary
supply, pending construction of the Galilee
Basin Power Station. A 132-kilovolt feed
line from the proposed substation to the
northern boundary of the Waratah lease is
also required. Waratah reports that
applications for an unregulated electricity
supply to both

mines have been lodged with Powerlink by
both proponents.

There is no mention of electricity
generation in the EMP,

Waratah are required to update the EMP
with the following information with regards
to the construction and operation of an
electricity generation plant on site:

1. ldentify environmental values through
a detailed site investigation;

2. Identify potential impacts on
ernvironmental values identified;

3. Develop environmental protection
objectives to minimise potential
impacts;

4. Develop environmental commitments
including control measures to achieve
the stated objectives; and

5. Develop proposed environmental
authority conditions.

As noted on page 8 of the CG's report,
the project is planning to initially source
electricity via a new feeder line from the
existing substation at Surbiton Hill which
is owned and operated by FPowerlink
Queensland. The construction of this
new feeder fine will be the responsibility
of the owner and operator of this
infrastructure, i.e. Powerlink
Queensland, and any environmental
approvals that may be required to be
obtained for this feeder line is therefore
also the responsibility of Powerlink
Queensland.

The project will also require the
construction of substations on the
project site, but note that a substation
does not generate electricity.

The proponent considers the information
contained in the EIS, SEIS and EMP
regarding electricity supply and
connection to be sufficient, and no
amendment to the EMP is therefore
required to address electricity supply or
connection.

Discussed previously with no
additional comments from the
department.

19/08/2015
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Issue

CG's Report

Waratah EMP

EHP Review: Required Content — letter
dated 14 May 2015

Waratah Response ~ 22 July 2015

Subsequent EHP Review — 19
August 2015

EMP Section 11.6.2.has been amended
to provide an outline of the proposed
Water Management Plan.

EMP Figures 31 to 35 (new figures)
have been inserted to show the
conceptual staged layout of sediment
dams, water storages and contributing
external dam catchment areas over the
life of the mine relative to mining areas
and mine infrastructure. These figures
show box cut spoil areas, rehabilitated
areas, open cut pits and the main mine
infrastructure area.

Surface Water Monitorin
Details of surface water monitoring to be
undertaken are provided in EMP Section
11.7.

b)

Receiving Environment

Required.

Section 10.7.5 states that Waratah will
develop and implement a receiving
environment management plan prior to
the commencement of operations.

A Receiving Environment Management
Plan (REMP) or a REMP Design Report
must be included in the EMP.

A Receiving Environment Monitoring
Program (REMP) will be developed prior
to commencement of mine construction.
The REMP will incorporate the surface
water monitoring principles described
within EMP Section 11.7 and the
commitments provided in EMP Section
11.8.

EMP Section 11.6 has been amended to
provide details of the scope of design of
the REMP.

The department acknowledges that
the Receiving Environment
Monitoring Program (REMP) is only
required to be developed prior to
the commencement of activities.

Section 11.6.2.3 of the EMP has
been amended and includes details
of the scope of design of the REMP.

c)

Groundwater

Not mentioned.

The EMP does not include a
groundwater figure showing bore
locations including monitoring bores,
landholder bores and water supply
bores.

Waratah must include a figure showing
the location of ground water monitoring
bores and potentially impacted landholder
or water supply bores.

Table 54 of the EMP (now numbered as
Table 34 in the amended EMP) has
been amended to include coordinates of
the groundwater monitoring bores, and
a new Figure 27 has been produced
which shows the locations of these
bores.

Monitoring of landholder bores is subject
to agreement for access with the
affected landholders and will be a
requirement under the Water Act 2000.

Waratah have provided a new
Figure 27 which shows the locations
of groundwater monitoring bores.
Additionally, Table 34 has been
amended and now includes
coordinates of the groundwater
monitoring bores.

Waratah are required to provide a
figure showing the location of
potentially impacted landholder/s or
water supply bores,

d)

Groundwater
Management Plan

The EMP does not include a Ground
Water Management Plan or detailed
Ground Water Monitoring Plan.

Section 10.7.3 states that "The range of
groundwater analytes and the
corresponding detection limits be
discussed and agreed with DEHP".

Waratah is required to include a Ground
Water Management and Monitoring Plan
to enable the assessment and
preparation of EA conditions.

The EMP must propose analytes and
corresponding detection limits to be
assessed by EHP.

Preparation of either a Groundwater
Management Plan (GMP) or
Groundwater Management and
Monitoring Plan (GMMP) is not a
requirement under the CG's Stated
Conditions. Nonetheless, the proponent
will produce a GMP prior to
commencement of mine construction.
This commitment has been inserted into
EMP Section 10.6.1.

EMP Section 10.7 provides a
groundwater monitoring program that

The department acknowledges the
commitment at Section 10.6.1 of the
EMP that Waratah will develop and
implement a Groundwater
Management Plan prior to the
commencement of acti

19/08/2015
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Issue

CG’s Report

Waratah EMP

EHP Review: Required Content —letter
dated 14 May 2015

Waratah Response — 22 July 2015

Subsequent EHP Review — 19
August 2015

clearing or construction activities. This
timing is necessary to ensure that
engineered erosion and sediment
control measures reflect the detailed
engineering design of the initial mining
activities, rather than the conceptual
design presented in the SEIS. This
approach is also consistent with the
equivalent approach for mine water
management and dam design.

EMP Section 11.6.2 has been amended
to provide an outline of the proposed
ESCP and details of specific erosion
and sediment control measures to be
implemented under the ESCP.
Additional details are provided in EMP
Section 9.6.2 and relevant sub-sections
of the EMP. EMP Figures 31 to 35 have
also been inserted to show the
conceptual staged layout of sediment
dams.

14

Waratah's
Commitments

Appendix & provides a summary of the
commitments Waratah Coal has made
throughout the EIS and SEIS.

The EMP is required to be updated to
include all of Waratah's environmental
commitments outlined in Appendix 5 of
the CG's report.

Waratah Is required to update the EMP to
include environmental commitments as
outlined in Appendix 5 of the CG's report.

Each section of the EMP has been
updated to incorporate the commitments
as listed in the CG's report at Appendix
5, to the extent that they are relevant to
the Mine EMP.

The commitments detailed within
Appendix 5 of the CG's Report have
been provided throughout the
relevant sections of the EMP,

a)

Mitigation measures

The CG's report lists strategies and
management measures to address
impacts to environmental values that were
agreed to during the EIS, SEIS and the
EMP assessment period. E.g. section
5.1.2 (p31).

The EMP is required to be updated to
include all mitigation measures that are
noted in the CG's report,

Waratah is required to update the EMP to
include mitigation measures to protect
environmental values that are stated
throughout the CG's report.

Each section of the EMP has been
updated to incorporate the mitigation
measures as listed in the CG's report at
Section 5, to the extent that they are
relevant to the Mine EMP.

The mitigation measures detailed
within the CG's Report have been
included in the relevant sections of
the EMP.

15

EA Stated Conditions

CG's report Appendix 1 Stated Conditions
~mine environmental authority.

Stated EA condition tables have not
been completed in the EMP.

The note in the tables' states “Details to
be supplied by proponent and agreed
with DEHP at the environmental authority
application assessment stage.

Waratah must complete all Tables for
Stated EA conditions in the EMP to
enable environmental authority
assessment and the preparation of EA
conditions.

The Stated Conditions in the EMP have
been completed in response to this
comment. These conditions are
supported by three new figures (Figures
C1to C3).

The Stated Conditions have been
collated in EMP Appendix A - Proposed
EA Conditions to rectify table numbering
and text inconsistencies.

The Started Conditions have been
collated within Appendix A of the
draft EM Plan. Please refer to
additional issues 17, 18 and 19
detailed below.

Additional issues
discussed on
Thursday 13 August
2015

16

Creek Diversion
Rehabilitation Plan

Page 56 of the CG's Report
references a Creek Diversion
Rehabilitation Plan which is to be
developed under the EMP,

Waratah are required to investigate
this requirement and determine if
changes need to be made to the

19/08/2015

14
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